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What Is Mgth?

X (mgthos = authoritative 5Peech)
+ atraditional storg with collective imPortance

» narrative with Plot, setting, characters, conflict and resolution

'« handed over (trado) ora”y and transmit a culture’s sense of iclentitg
* Past cultural wisclomj memories, and models

« not literal fact, but symbolic truth
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« Contrasted with logos (~logg)
‘ * reasoned account o1c Facts 139 an author.

'« Oral transmission creates constant changes

- Emphasizing motives and meaning at that times & Places

+ No identifiable author

+ Written down myth, N a litc—:rarg Form, uses well known story
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v e.g SOPHOCIGS’S Oeclipus Plays.
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g o Oral traditions are inherentlg unstable & sometimes the mgths defer in
details

» Homer's Oeclil:)us continues to rule after discovering his sin

. Sophocles's Oeclil:)us blinds himself and goes into exile
& One version is not more true than another

S Tﬂpicaug we Focus on the bes’c—-—known Versions

0 But a myth is the collection of all versions




Tg DEs ot Mgth

1. Divine Mgth
Ly Legencl (Saga)
§.f:o”<ta|es




Divine Mgth

. Supematural beings are the main actors

- Anthropomorphic gocls are “suPer” human beings
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& [orces of nature and whose quarrels can cause cosmic consequences.

u o FEither Fu”g cle\/elol:)ecl Personalities or Personiﬁecl abstractions

 divinities of natural, social or Psgchological Phcnomena

'+ Animism

, o belief that evergtlﬁing s alive & pOssess will & purpose

* sometimes Personiﬁecl & can be Pleasecl or oHended
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+ Divine mgths take Place before time and space functioned as it does now
|

'+ Greeks didn’t ask how Iong ago Zeus’s battle vs. the Titans took Place

‘o Greeks believed in the 59mbo|i5m of their mgths) not necessarilg the facts
-+ Divine mgths had religjous implications, but did not constitute “religion”

0 A mgth s a story, while religion s a set of actions directed 199 beliefs




g * Divine mgth explains aetiologg of the evolution and Functioning of cosmos
« structures, rhythms & humankind’s Place IOt

» s Whg the season vary (Persephoné and Demeter)
* Sometimes explain onlg local traditions or religious Practices.

- Attempt to explain the origins of Practices, when the actual origins were

lon g Forgotten

0 Divine mgth and modern theoretical science both tell of the origins of the

Funclamental arrangement O{: the COSMOS as we experience it
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Leg¢nds

+ Divine mgth is similar to theoretical science
|

it Thus legencl s similar to historg & events of the human Past.

g Great human heroes who interacted with the gocls

s Gods Plag a role) but are not main characters.
o Legends contain some elements of historical accuracy.

0 Aetiologg of ethnicity
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o Legends tell us what the transmitters of the Iegencl thoug}wt was important

to understancl.
i.:‘

'+ Artist interpret the ready made Plots of legends for social, POhﬁCaL QF

artistic statements
B Thus there are various versions of the same stories
0 Sparta had very few mgths

, Mgcenae hacl the most
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Folktales

, + More dithicult to define and describe
- Otten merelg described as not a divine mgth or |egencl

s Broad category that can include Fables, Fairgtales, etc.

o Entertain & teach é’jus’tigg customary Pattems of behaviour

0 Characters are not believed to have rea”9 existed.




Otten of very low social status (1.e. 3oungest of the Familg)

Underestimated and abused 199 their social betters
Otten animals are characters

Folktale ends with reversal of fortune

Trickster hero outwits his opponents

Few pure folktales survive from the Greeks and Romans

But there are Fo”dialcs from a” over the world and theg share certamn |<<-:3
characteristics, 700 folktale “tgpes” (i.e. Cinderella)
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+ Dasic element of folktale is the motif:

{

s abused younger sister
[+ spirit helper
1 + marriage to a Prince
o wicked mother-in-law
. Founc”ing child
0 Thousands of motifs are used to make up the hundreds folktale tgpes.

. The Brothers Grimm
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